PRAYERS USED DURING WORSHIP SERVICES
ON OCTOBER 9, 2011

ADORATION



"Praise be to you, LORD, 
       

the God of our father Israel, 
       

from everlasting to everlasting. 



Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power 
       

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,



for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
       

Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; 


you are exalted as head over all. 



Wealth and honor come from you; 


you are the ruler of all things. 


In your hands are strength and power 


to exalt and give strength to all. 

Now, our God, we give you thanks,



and praise your glorious name. 



Amen.





--King David (c. 1040-970 BC) 
CONFESSION

O God of earth and altar,

Bow down and hear our cry,

Our earthly rulers falter,

Our people drift and die;

The walls of gold entomb us,

The swords of scorn divide,

Take not your thunder from us,

But take away our pride!

From all that terror teaches,

From lies of tongue and pen,

From all the easy speeches,

That comfort cruel men,

From sale and profanation

Of honor and the sword,

From sleep and from damnation,

Deliver us, good Lord.




-- G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)
Pardon, O gracious Jesus, what we have been; with your holy discipline correct what we are.  Order by your providence what we shall be; and in the end, crown your own gifts.  Amen.  





-- John Wesley (1709-1791)

THANKSGIVING

O eternal and most gracious God, who made little things to signify great, and conveyed to us the infinite merits of your Son in the water of Baptism and the Bread and Wine of your other Sacrament, receive the sacrifice of my humble thanks, that you have not only given me the ability to rise out of this bed of weariness and discomfort, but have also made this bodily rising by your grace, a promise of a second resurrection from sin, and of a third, to everlasting glory.


-- John Donne (1572-1631)

SUPPLICATION

Make us worthy, Lord,

To serve our fellow-men

Throughout the world who live and die

In poverty or hunger.

Give them through our hands

This day their daily bread

And by our understanding love

Give peace and joy.





-- Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)
Bidding prayer attributed to Saint Chrysostom (c. 347-407) 

Leader:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For the peace from above,

for the loving-kindness of God,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For the peace of the world,

for the unity of the church of God,

and for the well-being of all peoples,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For this gathering of the faithful,

and for all who offer here

their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

 /
Leader:
For all attendees here today,

for all who serve in the church,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For our elected officials,

for the leaders of the nations,

and for all in authority,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For our home city,

for every city and community,

and for those who live in them,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For farmers, grocers and those who supply us with food,

and for abundant harvests for all to share,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For the good earth that God has given us,

and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For those who are aged and infirm,

for those who are widowed and orphaned,

and for those who are sick and suffering,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For those who are poor and oppressed,

for those who are unemployed,

for those who are imprisoned and captive,

and for all who care for them,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For deliverance in times of strife and need,

let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
Almighty God,

you have given us grace 

to join in prayer to you,

and you have promised through your much-loved Son

that when two or three are gathered in his name

you will be in the midst of them.

Fulfill now, our petitions as may be best for us,

grant us in this world knowledge of your truth,

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

SURRENDER

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think that I am following your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
And I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me 
by the right road though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, 
and will never leave me to face my perils alone. 


-- Thomas Merton (1915-1968)
